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orders of women religious in this
country.

Sister Madonna was particu-
larly struck by the display of the St.
Joseph infant incubator developed
by a Franciscan sister in 1938. Sister
Madonna said that display got her
thinking about some of “the firsts”
her own order had in its hospitals,
such as the first human-to-human
transfusion and the first hyperbaric
chamber.

“Only when you stop and look at
the history ... do you recognize some
of the really profound things that
have happened over the years,” Sister
Madonna said.

That reaction is exactly what was
hoped for by the sponsors and orga-
nizers of the Women & Spirit exhibit.

The exhibit was conceived of
by the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious (LCWR), an asso-
ciation of leaders of Catholic women
religious. Sister Helen Garvey, a
Sister of Charity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, and coordinator of the
LCWR History Project committee
that is responsible for the exhibit,
told Today’s Catholic that the exhibit
grew out of a desire to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the LCWR. Sister
Helen’s History Project committee
was charged with putting an exhibit
together that would tell the real story
of sisters, unlike the silly caricatures
of sisters like “The Flying Nun.”

At first none of them understood
the complexities of what an exhibit
would involve, Sister Helen said,
but her committee persevered and
received expert advice from people
with exhibit experience and consul-
tant Bob Weis. They eventually raised
over $4 million and hired Seruto &
Company to design and build the
exhibit. Every order of women reli-
gious was asked to send photos and
descriptions of their five favorite arti-
facts for possible inclusion.

The LCWR partnered with the
Cincinnati Museum Center, chosen
as the first venue for the exhibit,
which opened there May 16, 2009.
Museum curator Jane McKnight
traveled to the site of every selected
artifact to properly pack each piece
that was loaned by a religious order.
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The Women & Spirit exhibit features nine-foot-high curved birch walls,
s0 a large venue such as the South Bend Center for History is required for
the extensive exhibit, which took two weeks to erect.

Special display cases were then built
by Seruto to protect each artifact, and
a company that specializes in moving
exhibits has transported the exhibit to
each venue, where it takes two weeks
to assemble.

After Cincinnati, the exhibit trav-
eled to Dallas, Washington, D.C.,
Cleveland, New York, Dubuque,
lowa and Los Angeles. After the
exhibit closes in South Bend Dec.

31, its last stop will be Sacramento,
where it will remain until June 3,
2012. Funded for three years, the
exhibit will be dismantled after the
Sacramento run and the artifacts will
be returned to the various orders who
loaned them to the exhibit.

Kathleen Sprows Cummings,
University of Notre Dame associate
professor of American studies and
associate director of the Cushwa
Center for the Study of American
Catholicism, had seen the exhibit
in several of those locations and
wanted it to come to South Bend. She
approached the Center for History,
which partnered with Notre Dame
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Sister Annmarie Sanders, IHM, left, director of communications for the
Leadership Conference of Women Religious, and Sister Helen Garvey,
BVM, right, coordinator of the LCWR History Project, were on hand for
the official opening of the Women & Spirit exhibit in South Bend.
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and Saint Mary’s College to host the
exhibit here. Several local individuals
and organizations joined the effort as
sponsors.

Compared to the other sites of the
exhibit she had visited, Cummings
said “There is no question in my
mind that it looks the best here in the
Center for History. The gallery looks
like it was designed with Women &
Spiritin mind.”

Cummings said she had visited
the exhibit with the members of her
senior seminar, and “They couldn’t
believe how pervasive Catholic sisters
have been in American life. They also
commented on the contrast between
the representation of nuns in popular
culture and the real women whose
stories are narrated in the exhibit.”

Marilyn Thompson, director of
marketing and community relations
for the Center for History, added that
in the few days the exhibit has been
open, the reaction of visitors has been
very positive.

“People love it,” Thompson said.
“They are intrigued with it; they are

learning. People will say ‘I didn’'t
know that; | hadn’t thought about
that.” I love to hear this, because it
means we are providing some con-
text, but also we are touching them
deeply with food for thought ... and
that is really the mark of an extraor-
dinary exhibit.”

A film series related to women
religious will be shown during the
four months the exhibit is in South
Bend. Call the Center for History at
(574) 235-9664 or see the schedule
on its website at www.centerforhis-
tory.org/see-and-do/calendar_of _
events.

Notre Dame’s Cushwa Center
also is hosting several sister-related
events. Call the Center at (574) 631-
5441 or see the schedule at http://
cushwa.nd.edu/events/.

Visit www.womenandspirit.org/

team.html for information about the
exhibit including photos and videos.

SISTERS OF THE HOLY CROSS
CELEBRATE 80 YEARS OF VOWED LIFE

PROVIDED BY THE SSTERS OF THE HOLY CROSS
From left, Holy Cross Sister M. Francis Rose Ruppert,
Holy Cross Sister M. Rose Veronica Mattingly and Holy
Cross Sister Aloysia Marie Mulcaire were honored on their
anniversary of 80 years of vowed life at the special liturgy
celebrated for the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Aug. 15, in the Church of Our Lady of
Loretto, Saint Mary’s, Notre Dame.

CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL LAUNCHES
LITERARY MAGAZINE

HEATHER COYNE
Christ the King School in South Bend has published
the first issue of Upwords, a literary magazine featuring
writings submitted by students in grades 6-8. Featured
writers contributed in three categories: personal nar-
rative, poetry and short fiction. The publication was
unveiled at a launch party held on Aug. 18 at Barnes &
Noble in Mishawaka. The second volume of Upwords will
include written pieces from local Holy Cross-affiliated
middle schools in South Bend, in addition to Christ the
King. Sheila Reidy, faculty adviser for Upwords, teaches
language arts at Christ the King, and is a teacher consul-
tant for the Hoosier Writing Project. Shown from left, in
the front row are Sheila Reidy, Jessica Hall and Maggie
Dosch; back row, Alexandra Fontenot, Deirdre Cawley,
Clare Harding, Eimhear Canavan-Martin, Samantha Burns
and Colleen Dosch.
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